
To whom is this prayer addressed?

The God who gives perseverance and encouragement

ESV: the God of endurance and encouragement (more literal rendering)—see v. 4

What is the request?

“grant to you to think the same among one another”

Does this mean simply think alike? or is there some specifi c content of thought Paul has in mind?

“think the same among one another,” not simply “think the same as one another”

How does Paul clarify the focus of the likemindedness he’s asking for? “according to Christ Jesus”

We think the same by thinking like Christ.

How does one think “according to Christ Jesus”?

The ESV gives us a pointer: “grant you to live in such harmony”What harmony is he referring to?

See 13:8-15:4

Summary statements: 13:9-10, 15:2

Paul’s prayer establishes the goal of sacrifi cial living for the sake of others—to build them up in faith, which, 
he points out, does not involve insisting on one’s own ethical standards. In other words, being likeminded
can’t mean adopting the same set of rules. It does mean imitating the love of Christ toward others.

Not ethical similarity. Also not theological similarity.

Notice that this is not about having the same theology, but about the fellowship of those who claim Christ.

(that doesn’t mean that unity in theology is not important, but that unity in theology serves another end.
Obviously, Paul’s argument depends on a certain theology—the gospel itself. Paul is praying that our think-
ing—and consequent behavior—toward one another will refl ect the grace of God in Christ). 

What is the purpose/result of God granting us this likemindedness?

“so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Unity/intimate fellowship/sacrifi cial love in the body is true worship, glorifying God by bearing the image of 
his son. John 13:34-35.

Summary:

v. 7

accept: receive into one’s home or circle of fellowship; to take along with you

“as Christ also accepted us”

“to the glory of God”
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What We Really Need
Romans 15:5-7


