
What is the central request of this prayer?
“that you may be fi lled with the knowledge of His will”

Knowledge is epignosis — intimate and experiential knowledge; really knowing what God wants — a deep
comprehension of the shape of God’s desires.

Filled means no room for any other will — a displacement of desire, so that I want what God wants
Hebrews 5:14. Knowing what God wants is better than knowing what I want.

Two aspects of the knowledge of God’s will: God gives the knowledge of his will through the development of...
“in all spiritual wisdom” (practical intelligence; seeing how to practice the truth)
“in all spiritual … understanding” (sunesis like synthesis; the ability to see how things fi t together)
God can give a person spiritual intelligence, to see clearly what he desires

What is God’s purpose in fi lling a person with the knowledge of His will?

“to walk

in a manner worthy of the Lord” A walk that is comparable to the walk of the Lord
—refl ecting the redeeming, sacrifi cial love of Christ —a gospel life. This is about imitating Christ.

“to please Him always.” My walk is governed by the desire to please the Lord.
I live for the satisfaction of God

Who do you know (besides you) that really needs to know God’s will right now?
some time to pray for these people and each other according to the
Colossians 1 pattern

Four phrases describe the worthy walk that pleases God

bearing fruit (PRODUCTIVE IN WORTHWHILE ENDEAVORS)

increasing in the knowledge of God
(GROWING PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD —John 14:21— knowing God through loving people)

enabled with every capacity, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and
patience (SUPERNATURALLY ENABLED TO DEAL WITH DIFFICULT SITUATIONS AND DIFFICULT PEOPLE)

joyously giving thanks to the Father (HAPPY GRATITUDE — enjoying God’s grace in Christ —
remembering & rehearsing the goodness of the good news — RESCUED!) Hebrews 12:28

Can you fi ll yourself with the knowledge of God’s will? yes  no no, but…

What can you do to gain spiritual wisdom and understanding?
pray, learn the Scriptures, LOVE PEOPLE!

If a person experienced these things, would you call them successful? Was Jesus successful?

1)

2)

3)

4)

success
Take a minute to refl ect. What is your defi nition of success? 

© 2012 Douglas H. Searle

What We Really Need
Colossians 1:9-14

For this reason...
The gospel has come to you and is bearing fruit and increasing


