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Chapter 7:4-10  The Greatness of the Order of Melchezidek 

 

The paying of tithes signifies respect and recognition of rank. (Verse 4) 

 

 Verse 4:  He is “great” (pēlikos-4080) because Abraham  paid a tithe to him 

“choicest spoils”—(akrothinion-205) Literally “top of the heap”  Abraham didn’t just give this man a 

tithe, but he gave him a tithe of the very best of the stuff. 

 

Giving a tithe was a sign of respect and was practiced by other cultures in the region.  In effect, Abraham 

was acknowledging Melchezidek’s superiority.  This is espeically significant seeing as how Abraham is 

“the patriarch” and as noted in 6:15 and 7:6 Abraham is the one who has the promises of God, whereas 

we don’t know where Melchizedek came from, where he goes, or anything about him.  The writer seems 

to want to draw this point out as significant since in the Greek text the phrase “the patriarch” comes 

last, perhaps for emphasis. 

 

The Levitical priests authority to exact tithes and the peole’s obligation to pay them were rooted in the 

Law of Moses. (Verse 5) 

 

The priests collected tithes from the people.  Their collection of tithes showed that, in the system of 

temple worship, they outranked the people.  The difference between the people and the priests was the 

law—the priests had the responsibility to collect the tithe and the people had the responsibility to pay it  

They were all Jews, from different tribes of course, so the distinction between them was that God had 

chosen the tribe of Levi to act as priest under the law of Moses. 

 

Abraham paying a tithe to Melchezidek is totally different for several important reasons. (Verse 6) 

 

1) There was no law that gave Abraham an obligation to pay a tithe. 

2) Melchezidek was a Gentile.    

3) Abraham had the promise of God.  Mechezidek had nothing.  Even though we would think, if we 

didn’t know what the Bible says about it, that Abraham was greater than this total stranger it is 

the total stranger who blesses the one with the promises. 

 

Why is there no disputing that Melchizedek is greater than Abraham? (Verse 7)  What logical proof is 

there for that assertion? 

 

Verse 8-Leviitical priests are “dying men” [mortal men-apothnēskō anthrōpos] 

Verse 9 & 10-Levitical priests are middle men in that while they received tithes they also paid them 

through Abraham.  The same sort of logic is used to explain how Adam’s sin corrupted the entire human 

race in Romans. 

 

Romans 5:12-14 
 
Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, 

and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— for until the Law sin was in the world, but sin is not 

imputed when there is no law. 
 
Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those 

who had not sinned in the likeness of the offense of Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.  


