
PRIVILEGE & PERSEVERANCE 

A Study of the Book of Hebrews 
 
 
LESSON 19: TAKING SIDES / 6:6-8  

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO RESTORE THEM TO REPENTANCE 

1.  The only path to true repentance toward God is faith in the Son. 

2.  This person has rejected that path. 

3.  This person is stuck in dead works (6:1) / repentance as a way of life—the way of faith toward God  

SINCE/SO LONG AS…  
Is this passage advising us to give up on some set of people? 

No… because we lack sufficient insight to place anyone definitively in this category 

No… because the grammar gives room for the possibility that the condition may not be permanent in every case 

No… the question misses the point of the text as a contemporary warning. 

Yes… dead people. 

THEY ARE CRUCIFYING TO THEMSELVES THE SON OF GOD, PUTTING HIM TO OPEN SHAME 

1.  The cross is either unjust, and thereby justifying, or it is just (he deserved it) and unjustifying. 

2.  A person who denies the justifying power of the cross is taking the side of the crucifier. 

3.  One cannot deny the redemption of the cross and maintain the goodness of Christ. 

ILLUSTRATION: TWO TYPES OF GROUND 

1.  Productive 

a.  Drinks the rain 

b.  Brings forth a useful crop for those for whom it is tilled (notice that it is tilled) 

c.  Receives a blessing from God in the end 

2.  Unproductive 

a.  Drinks the rain 

b.  Produces thorns and thistles (not useful to anyone) 

c.  Worthy of cursing 

d.  Burned in the end 

Drinking the rain:  have once been enlightened, tasted of the heavenly gift, have been made partakers of the 
Holy Spirit, have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come: HAVE HEARD GOD SPEAK IN 
HIS SON BY PARTICIPATING IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 

What is the useful crop? The perseverant life of faith: a life that says, “I trust Christ.” See 4:2 

 


