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LESSON 17  
Five Post-Reformation Interpretive Points of View for Hebrews 6:4-8 and Other Warning Texts 

(1) Loss of Salvation 

(a) Vs. 4-5 describe a truly converted person 

(b) Vs. 6-8 describe an outright apostacy and consequent eternal condemnation 

(c) It is possible for a true believer to lose his/her salvation. 

Strength: simple exegetical fit to the text. 

Problems: (a) inconsistent with NT teaching of eternal security (Phil. 1:6, Rom. 8:28-31, John 10:27-29, John 
5:24). (b) Inconsistent with the book of Hebrews (7:23-25, 10:14-17). (c) Difficult to deal with the impossibility 
of repentance. 

(2) Test of Genuineness 

(a) Vs. 4-5 describe a person who has participated fully in the life of the Church, but has not been 
converted. 

(b) Vs. 6-8 describe a decisive rejection of Christ by such a person. 

(c) The warning texts of Hebrews address a group including both true believers and unconverted 
participants in the Church. The writer is challenging them to examine themselves (cf. 4:1) and to 
recognize the dangerous position they may be in. As John puts it, “They went out from us to 
demonstrate that all of them do not belong to us.” (1 John 2:19). 

Strength: Consistent with the NT teaching of eternal security. Accounts for the full force of the warning. Fits the 
context of the book. 

Problems: (a) creates undue morbid introspection on the part of believers; (b) may not adequately account for 
the language of vs. 4-5, which appear to describe a genuinely converted person.  

(3) Hypothetical Loss of Salvation 

(a) Vs. 4-5 describe a truly converted person 

(b) Vs. 6-8 describe an outright apostacy and consequent eternal condemnation 

(c) Because it is not possible for a truly converted person to be eternally condemned, this presentation 
is hypothetical, given for shock value, to demonstrate the nonsense of talking of reverting to Judaism. 

Strength: simple exegetical fit to the text. 

Problem: a warning against an impossible outcome is pointless. 

(4) Loss of Rewards 

(a) Vs. 4-5 describe a truly converted person 

(b) Vs. 6-8 describe a believer turning away from the faith  

(c) Because a believer cannot lose salvation, the consequence of apostacy is a loss of rewards.   

Strength: reconciles the text to the NT teaching of eternal security. 

Problems: (a) asserts the possibility of a converted person completely turning away from Christ in a way that is 
unrecoverable. (b) doesn’t account for the severity of the consequence, esp. in context of chaps 3-4.  



(5) Means of Salvation 

(a) Vs. 4-5 describe a truly converted person 

(b) Vs. 6-8 describe an outright apostacy and consequent eternal condemnation 

(c) It is not possible for a true believer to lose his/her salvation, and the warning passages serve to 
ensure that they don’t by moving them to persevere in grace. The warnings themselves are God’s 
effectual means of perseverance. 

Strength: maintains a simple interpretation of the text and the doctrine of eternal security 

Problems:  (a) fails to demonstrate the model of warnings as effectual means of perseverance. (b) It’s difficult 
to see how the threat of loss maintains faith in God’s promise of secure grace.  

 

Support for the Test of Genuineness View 

(1) A Paradigm of Evidence and Inference 

3:6, 14, 6:7-8 

(2) Two Kinds of Hearing  

4:1-2 

(3) Two Kinds of Hearts  

3:12, 10:22 

(4) A Concern for Certain Individuals in the Group  

3:12-13, 4:1, 11, 10:24-25, 12:15-16 

(5) Switching from You to They 


