
PRIVILEGE & PERSEVERANCE 

A Study of the Book of Hebrews 
 
SOME REVIEW & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1:1-3 

What difference does it make that God “has spoken to us in His Son” and not just through prophets or 

scriptures? What impact does this have on you personally? 

God’s goal in revelation is personal fellowship, not just cognitive recognition. One way of noticing this is to talk 

about the difference between trusting a person and believing a fact. 

We’ve noted that the organizing principle of the universe is the Son. Nothing exists outside of a creaturely 

relationship to Jesus Christ. Everything begins and ends with him and is carried from beginning to end by him.  

What are the implications of this fact for the human pursuit of knowledge? 

More often than not, humans simply disregard the centrality of Christ in their pursuit of knowledge. Science, for 

example, is a strictly naturalistic pursuit in the modern era. So the failure to notice that the material universe is 

a personal matter limits our understanding of that universe—it’s reductionistic. More significantly, it limits our 

enjoyment of it. Thinking we just happened here is LESS than understanding God our Father gave us this 

earthly home. The same sort of reductionism happens in the humanities and the arts if we depersonalize the 

universe. And so far, we haven’t even started to talk about the SORT of person that is at the heart of all things. 

What does it mean to you personally that God has spoken TO US? 

God’s grace is the deepest and best of all the mysteries of the universe. 

1:4-14 

The text argues that Jesus “has become” higher than the angels and “has inherited a more excellent name” 

than theirs. Wasn’t he always higher and didn’t he always have a more excellent name? What does this 

language emphasize about Jesus? 

His humanity. He is the first one of us to move above the angels and inherit a more excellent name. 

The writer quotes a string of Old Testament scriptures in this text, often without comment and always as 

though they refered to Christ? Who first employed this way of using the Old Testament text? 

Jesus himself (see Mark 12:35-37) 

2:1-4 

Having noticed that God has spoken fully and finally through the Incarnation of the Son, what is the only 

reasonable response? 

LISTEN CAREFULLY! See Christ, believe his gospel, follow him (stick with him). 

Do we really need to be reminded of this? Is this hard to do? If so, why? What distracts you from Christ? 

Apparently, we are prone to forget. One reason may be that truly following Christ has some severe discomforts— 

some crosses to bear. Though it is clearly worth the cost, it is hard. And in our fallen sinfulness, we are 

distracted by all kinds of things offered by the world. 

2:5-9 

Our author quotes from Psalm 8. According to Psalm 8, what is God’s crowning achievement in creation? 

Humanity 

Here in the book of Hebrews, who is the subject of Psalm 8?  Jesus 



What’s the point of limiting the application of the Psalm to Jesus? Why him and not all of us?  

Humanity ONLY realizes these things in and through Jesus. Humanity is created to represent God in the 

created order. Sin has ruined us in this respect. Jesus, the consummate human being, realizes these things for 

us, as us. We realize them only through our association with him. We are only fully human as we are in Christ. 

He is the pioneer human. 

2:10-18 

As we looked at this text, we emphasized that as our High Priest, Jesus operates from our side of the divine-

human divide. How is this a practical help to you in life? How does it matter to you personally? Read this 

passage to get some hints as you answer these questions. 

Are you as stunned as I am that Jesus is not ashamed to call you brother? 

3:1-6 

What’s your problem? 

I am not giving adequate consideration to Jesus 

Have you found ways to apply this idea? As you’ve encountered various problems this week, can you see them 

as opportunities to give greater consideration to Jesus? Does this help? How? Share the thought process with 

the group. 


