
PRIVILEGE & PERSEVERANCE 

A Study of the Book of Hebrews 
 
SESSION ONE: WHY STUDY THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 
 
In your experience, what might cause a person to conceal his/her identity as a Christian? What might cause a 
person to turn away from his/her Christian testimony altogether? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHY WE DON’T STUDY HEBREWS: IT’S HARD TO STUDY 

(1) It seems to require an understanding of the OT that we don’t possess 

(2) It’s for Jews and we’re Gentiles 

(3) It contains some passages that are notoriously difficult and controversial 

(4) It threatens to expose our spiritual immaturity and ignorance—our lack of faith 

(5) It makes theology personal 
 
WHY WE NEED TO STUDY THE BOOK OF HEBREWS 

(1) It solves the riddle of the Old Testament (1:1-3), showing how Christ is the focus of the OT, and provides 
the keys for the correctly Christian interpretation of the whole Bible (John 5:45-47). 

(2) It will enrich our concept of revelation by showing the preeminence of Jesus Christ in revelation. 
Revelation is not just historical, propositional, moral, or doctrinal. Revelation is personal. 

(3) This may lead us to some adjustments in our exegetical methods. 
 

(4) It will show us the folly of complacency or backsliding and exhort us to persevere  
and press forward in faith. 

(5) It will demonstrate the overwhelming preeminence of Christ in all things, and his role as our Great High 
Priest, and the indescribable privilege it is for us to be associated with him. 

(6) It will exhort us to follow Christ into the presence of God. 
 

(7) It will exhort us to live as a band of brothers in this hostile world. 
 

 
WHAT KIND OF LITERATURE IS THE BOOK OF HEBREWS? 
(13:22)  Expositional sermon(s)? 
 
WHAT WE’D LIKE TO KNOW BEFORE WE GET STARTED 

(1) Who wrote it  (2:3) 

(2) Who he wrote it for 

(3) When he wrote it  (13:23, 8:13, 10:1-2) 

 

(4) What situation he was addressing 



I got these questions from Near to the Heart of Go, A Study of the Book of Hebrews, prepared by Robert L. Deffinbaugh, 
Copyright © 2008 by Robert L. Deffinbaugh. After I got them, I modified them slightly, which Pastor Deffinbaugh permits. 

A LITTLE HOMEWORK 

(1) READ HEBREWS SEVERAL TIMES THIS WEEK.  
Find one time to read the whole book through in one sitting. One effective way to do this is to read along 
with an audio Bible. 

(2) AS YOU READ, SEE IF YOU CAN FIND ANSWERS TO THESE QUESTIONS AND WRITE THEM DOWN 

 

1. What does the text say or imply about its author? 

2. What does the text say or imply about the original recipients of this epistle? 

3. Why do you think the book was written? What motivated the writer? 

4. What are some of the themes which are prominent in Hebrews?  

5. What would you say the main point of this epistle is? 

6. What are some problem texts that will require further consideration? In other words, when did you 
wonder if you were in over your head? 

7. What makes Hebrews a particularly challenging book to study and to understand? 

8. Why do you think Hebrews is an important book to study? 

9. What is the unique contribution of this particular book to the whole Bible? 

 


