
Take Up Your Cross

“Everyone has his cross to bear.”

“If  anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself,

“and take up his cross daily...”
  —Luke 9:23

“I would not have preached the honor and glory of  the cross

“if  I had feared the death of  the cross.”
  —The apostle Andrew on the eve of  his own crucifixion for preaching Christ

Given how they responded when Jesus talked of  his own death, what do you suppose

the disciples made of  this demand that they take up the cross? Did Jesus mean that

they must suffer crucifixion?

How does a disciple take up his cross daily? What does that mean?
Colossians 1:24, Philippians 1:29-30, 3:10, 2 Timothy 3:12, 1 Peter 4:12-16

How would a Christian “partake in” or “fill up what is lacking in”

the sufferings of Christ?

Do Christians sometimes suffer “persecution” for reasons that have nothing to do with taking up one’s cross?

What’s the difference?

With these scriptures in mind, how would you define “take up your cross”?

Three things the cross represented in the life of  Jesus
2 Corinthians 5:14-21

1 It was His mission in life assigned by the Father

2 It was the instrument of his suffering and death

3 It was the sacrificial altar of our atonement (a place of glorious worship by the demonstration of  God’s grace)

1  Love Jesus Most
   Matthew 10:37, Luke 14:26

2  Abide in God’s Word
   John 8:31

3  Deny Yourself
   Matthew 16:24

4  Take Up Your Cross (Daily)
   Luke 9:23

5  Follow Him
   Mark 8:34

6  Give Up All Your Possessions
   Luke 14:33

7  Love One Another
   John 13:34-35

Do you have a God-given mission in life?

What persecution or suffering or death does it involve?

How does that suffering fulfill a ministry of  reconciliation between people and God?


